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To all Schools, Private Schools, and Day Nurseries,

Attached to this letter is a package of information to assist you with meeting the requirements of Ontario
Regulation 243/07 and to help you understand the compliance obligations for your facilities.

On June 7th, 2007, the Ministry of the Environment announced it is implementing recommendations made by
its Drinking Water Advisory Council and advice of the Chief Medical Officer of Health and Chief Drinking
Water Inspector to expand water safety protections and reduce potential levels of lead intake especially for
pregnant women and children six years of age and under.

The new flushing and testing regulation, Schools, Private Schools, and Day Nurseries O. Reg. 243/07 came
into effect on June 7™, 2007. The regulation is now available on the Environmental Bills Registry
(www.ebr.gov.on.ca) and on e-Laws (www.e-laws.gov.on.ca).

Please see the following guidance regarding how to flush and sample in your plumbing system as required by
Ontario Regulation 243/07.

How to flush the facility’s plumbing to be in compliance with the O. Reg. 243/07

The new regulation requires that all schools, private schools, and day nurseries constructed before 1990
undertake daily flushing.

e All flushing must be undertaken before the facility opens for the day.
e The last cold water tap on each branch or run of plumbing must be opened and allowed to run for at
least 5 minutes. If there is a filter or other water treatment device on this tap, and it can be bypassed,

the filter must be bypassed during the 5 minute flush.

e Following the 5 minute flush, all taps and drinking water fountains that are likely to be used for human
consumption or food preparation must be flushed for at least 10 seconds.

e Ifatap or water fountain that is turned on for flushing has an aerator, the aerator must not be removed.
e Ifa filter or other device that treats water is installed on or near the tap and it is practicable to bypass
the filter or other device without removing it, the filter or other device must be bypassed during the

period that the cold water is turned on.

Why vou need to complete the Laboratory Services Notification (LSN) form?

e Under O. Regulation 243/07, the operator of a school, private school or day nursery must ensure that
written notice of the identity of the laboratory that will be conducting the test for lead is completed and
submitted to the ministry prior to laboratory testing.

e The Ministry’s Laboratory Services Notification Form (LSN) is used for this purpose and must be sent
to the ministry either by fax or email using the contact information listed on page 1 of the form.
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