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November 19, 2009 

To Operators of Schools, Private Schools and Day Nurseries: 

I am writing to inform you about recent changes to O. Reg. 243/07 (Schools. Private Schools and Day 
Nurseries) , made under the Safe Drinking Water Act, 2002. These changes may affect the flushing and lead 
sampling requirements for your facility. 

Since 2007, when the government first announced its lead action plan, lead test results in drinking water from 
over 10,000 schools, private schools and day nurseries across Ontario have shown that water in the vast 
majority of facilities are meeting the Ontario Drinking Water Quality Standard for lead. 

During this time, the following concerns were raised about the current requirements: 
•	 Where lead testing already shows a history of results below the standard, daily flushing is costly and 

wasteful of water. 
•	 Continued annual lead testing is also costly, and should not be necessary where results history is 

good and once taps throughout a facility have been sampled. 
•	 Since evidence shows that lead in drinking water could be a problem in some day nurseries with 

newer plumbing, sampling should be initiated in these facilities . 
•	 The regulation is still needed to ensure that infants and young children are protected from the risks 

of consuming lead in drinking water. However, based on the 2007 and 2008 lead test results, 
O. Reg. 243/07 has been updated to better align requirements with a facility's lead test results 
history. This approach may help reduce some of the regulatory' burden for many facilities, but would 
not compromise public health. 

The ministry appreciates the comments provided on the amendments during the public consultation period. 
The amendments have now been filed and a copy of the revised regulat ion can be viewed on 
www.e-Iaws.gov.on.ca. To allow time for a smooth transition of these changes, the amendments will come into 
effect on December 14, 2009 . 

For your reference , a summary that explains the changes can be found on the ministry's Drinking Water 
Ontario website at www.ontario.ca/drinkingwater. You can also request copies of the summary or the 
amended regulation from our Public Information Centre at 1-800-565-4923 or picemail.moe@ontario.ca. 
Watch for upcoming revised educational materials that will help you to implement these changes to 
O. Reg. 243/07. If you have any questions, please contact the Public Information Centre. . 

Thank you for your continued efforts to provide safe drinking water for the children at your facility. 

Best regards , 
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.i: John Stag:r 
Chief Drinking Water Inspector 
Drinking Water Management Division 
Ministry of the Environment 
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