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education act
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opening or closing exercises

Application


1. The requirements set out in this Regulation apply with respect to the opening and closing exercises referred to in section 304 of the Act.

Pledge of Citizenship


2. (1) The principal may decide whether the opening or closing exercises at a school will include the recitation of the pledge of citizenship.


(2) The principal’s decision about reciting the pledge of citizenship must be consistent with the policies and guidelines, if any, established by the board.


(3) Before making his or her decision about reciting the pledge of citizenship, the principal shall consult the school council.


(4) The principal shall review his or her decision about reciting the pledge of citizenship at the beginning of each school year and must consult with the school council.


3. The following is the pledge of citizenship:



I affirm that I will be faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth the Second, Queen of Canada, and to her heirs and successors, and that I will faithfully observe the laws of Canada and fulfill my duties as a Canadian citizen.

Exemptions


4. A pupil is not required to sing O Canada or recite the pledge of citizenship in the following circumstances:


1.
In the case of a pupil who is less than 18 years old, if the pupil’s parent or guardian applies to the principal to be exempted from doing so.


2.
In the case of a pupil who is at least 18 years old, if the pupil applies to the principal to be exempted from doing so.

Commencement


5. This Regulation comes into force on the later of,


(a)
the day that section 3 of the Safe Schools Act, 2000 is proclaimed in force; and


(b)
September 1, 2000.

Janet L. Ecker

Minister of Education

Dated on July 10, 2000.
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